
 

 

 

Total Transparency Initiative – A Call for Complete 

Disclosure of Pollution Source Information 

 
 

In January 2013, China’s air quality information disclosure made historical progress as 80 

cities began to disclose real time air quality information, making it possible for the public to 

understand the pollution situation and take measures to protect themselves.  

 

However, if progress were to stop here, our cities would just continue to react to 

emergencies and pollution masks would become long term companions for city residents. 

The general public who have to live in this haze will continue to worry because “blue skies” 

will seem just as unattainable as before. 

 

As well as air pollution, which is easy for city residents to be aware of, water pollution, 

garbage waste, as well as the more hidden soil, groundwater, and coastal water pollution can 

all affect a large area and cause even more long term harm to the general population. 

 

To get away from this passive situation, we need to achieve real large scale pollution 

reduction. In order to reduce emissions, we first of all need to identify pollution sources, and 

by borrowing from the successful experiences of the US, Europe and other industrialized 

countries, we can help put pollution sources under public supervision. Therefore we must 

move forward from PM2.5 information disclosure and extend this to disclosure of all pollution 

source information. 

 

Currently, the publishing of pollution source information is extremely limited. It is patchy, not 

up to date and also not easy to obtain, making it hard to push companies’ to make emissions 

reductions of any substance. In accordance with the “Cleaner Production Promotion Law,” 

the “Regulation on the Disclosure of Government Information,” “Measures on Open 

Environmental Information (for trial implementation),” as well as the newly enforced 

“Measures for the Environmental Management Registration of Hazardous Chemicals (for trial 

implementation)” and “The 12th Five Year Plan for Measures for the Monitoring of Reduction 

of Total Emissions of Major Pollutants,” we propose total pollution source information 

transparency. 

 

Total pollution source information transparency requires the year round monitoring, 

supervision and collection of discharge data from all key polluting enterprises. Furthermore, 

it is crucial that disclosure is carried out in a systematic, timely, complete and user friendly 

manner. In order to strengthen the general public’s ability to supervise the process, we 

suggest starting from the following three points: 



 

 

 

 

 There should be real-time online publication of nationally controlled, provincially 
controlled and municipally controlled key pollution source enterprises. The option to 
search historical data should also be provided. 
 

 Polluting enterprise’s administrative penalty information, as well as information on 

confirmed complaints, should also be published in a systematic, timely and complete 

manner. 

 

 Enterprise pollutant discharge data should be published regularly and should include 

data on, at the very least, all the pollutants identified in the company’s EIA report. 

 

The above information has already been monitored, collected and stored by regional EPBs. 

We believe that this huge amount of data is formed from public resources and touches on 

the health and safety of the general public. Therefore, the environmental authorities should 

take advantage of the increasing pervasiveness of internet technology to conveniently and 

efficiently publish this data so that society can access it more easily. 

 

China is facing extremely severe pollution problems. This not only endangers the health of 

the current generation, but also endangers the environment and resources that future 

generations will need to rely on for survival. We firmly believe that total pollution source 

information transparency can promote public participation and supervision, break the 

problem of polluting companies being protected for local interests, and limit rent-seeking 

and fraudulent data reporting, thus creating a powerful force for the reduction of enterprise 

emissions. 

 

Total pollution source information transparency will let us begin the arduous journey of 

getting back our clear waters and blue skies. 
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福建省环保志愿者协会 
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中城联盟 
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